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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
2,718,684 to Bjorksten in view of U.S. 4,668,319 to Piccoli. 

The patent to Bjorksten discloses a pipelaying method and apparatus including 
a transportation device (2), a pipe forming device including a die (6) that receives 
extruded material from at least one extrusion material supply device (4). Pipe (7) of 
thermoplastic synthetic resin is continually extruded from the die as the device moves 
along the trench. The digging of the trench may be accomplished by a plow member 
or trench digger mounted on the extruder device. Bjorksten does not disclose two 
dies nor does it disclose a reinforcing textile supply and guide. The patent to Piccoli 
discloses a method of manufacturing a reinforced hose including a first die (52) for 
extruding the inner hose (51), followed by a reinforcing braider (53) to add the 
reinforcing layer, and a second extruding die (54) which provides the outer cover 
layer. Piccoli discloses that it is known to provide two dies and a wire braider in order 
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to produce a pipe having an inner layer, a braided layer and a cover layer. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide to the apparatus of Bjorksten a second die and a reinforcing textile 
supply as suggested by Piccoli in order to form a strong, but flexible multilayer hose. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Idoine, Coulter et al, Kasiewicz, and Corre et 
al. are all pertinent to Applicant's invention in disclosing devices for both making and 
laying pipelines in trenches dug by the device also. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Patrick F. Brinson whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. ^ 




Patrick F. Brinson 
Primary Examiner 
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